
 

City of San Juan Bautista 

STRATEGIC PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

October 5, 2017  

  

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 6:32 p.m.  

 

Roll Call: John Freeman, Jennifer Colby, Bev Meamber, Maria Madrigal, Shawna Freels, Jolene 

Cosio, and Shirley Brewer were present. 
 

Public Comments on Items Not on the Agenda 

Committee Member Shirley Brewer explained that she had asked city staff about animal control 

funding and had found out that the City budgeted $1500 for Pet Friends to assist with spaying 

and neutering feral cats.  

 

Committee Member Jolene Cosio spoke on the going away event held earlier in the day for 

Committee Member Matt Orbach, explaining that he had accepted a position in another city.  

 

There was an announcement of the recent appointment of the Interim City Manager Ed Tewes 

who will be serving in the City Manager role until a new City Manager was appointed.  

 

Committee Member John Freeman spoke on plans of hiring of a future planner to replace Matt 

Orbach, explaining that the Council wanted the new City Manager to select the next planner. He 

then announced that he was scheduled to meet with the ASJUSD Superintendant to develop a 

MOU for joint use of San Juan school recreational areas.  
 

Presentation of Aromas Clean Energy Efforts by Leslie Austin of the APAL Climate Action 

Team, and Consideration of Pursuing Clean Energy Ideas for San Juan Bautista 

 

Leslie Austin of the APAL Climate Action Team gave a detailed presentation of the work of the 

40 member Aromas Climate Action Team in their efforts to reduce green house emissions and 

provide renewable energy to the community. She then describe the goals of the group in 

assisting San Juan Bautista with similar clean energy efforts. She described the outreach and 

community workshops conducted in Aromas, their support of Federal Congressman Panetta, 

and plans to also work with the School District on clean energy options.  

 

Seth Capron of the APAL Climate Action Team went detailed the recently formed Monterey 

Bay Community Power and spoke on renewable energy credits. He then gave examples of 

power purchase agreements and joint power agreements that could be formed between the City 

and other entities for solar and other clean energy options, and described various funding 

options such as bonding, and crowd funding.  

 

Leslie Austin explained that she would forward links to video from a city in Texas which was 

utilizing clean energy options. 
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There was a general discussion of the possibilities of using wind or solar power and the ability 

to build and fund a solar power facility. The Committee came to a consensus that there was 

potential in exploring a partnership with the APAL Climate Action Team for clean energy 

options, and the suggestion was made that the Agriculture, Environment & Land Use 

Subcommittee do further research with the APAL Climate Action Team.  

 

Motion was made by Committee Member Coscio, seconded by Committee Member Brewer 

and carried to present the proposal to the City Council, asking that Mynt Systems be alowed 

to evaluate PG & E usage at city facilities, and allow the Agriculture, Environment & Land 

Use Subcommittee to explore the possibility of clean energy options.  
 

Minutes of the September 7, 2017 Regular Meeting  

Motion was made by Committee Member Bev Meamber, second by Committee Member 

Maria Madrigal and carried unanimously to approve the minutes. 
 

Consideration of Recommending Jackie Morris for Appointment to the Committee 

The item was tabled as Jackie was not in attendance at the meeting and she had previously 

asked that the recommendation be postponed.  

 

Sub-Committee Reports on Progress: 

 

Government & Communications Sub-Committee 

Subcommittee Chair Shawna Freels explained that all efforts of the subcommittee had been 

focused on the October 28th Make a Difference Day event. 

 

Arts, Culture, Recreation & Wellness Sub-Committee 

Subcommittee Chair Jennifer Colby explained that the arts meeting was cancelled as the 

majority of the group couldn't make it. She then described the work with the creek restoration 

project and need for dredging at the site. She shared support of a joint use of the school 

recreational areas and then asked for information on the newly formed City Recreation 

Committee.  

 

There was general consensus that representation from the Strategic Planning Committee was 

needed for the new City Recreation Committee. 

 

Agriculture, Environment & Land Use Sub-Committee  

Subcommittee Chair Jolene Cosio explained that the subcommittee did not meet. 

 

Business, Development, Tourism  

Subcommittee Chair Bev Meamber announced the San Juan Committee's website launch in 

November and described a County tourism video. She highlighted the Vertigo event at the state 
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park, and shared the San Juan Committee meeting schedule and upcoming merchant fashion 

show.  

 

Historic Preservation & Community Design Sub-Committee  

Subcommittee Member Shawna Freels spoke on the progress of the Historic Walking Trail 

project describing the timeline and presentation of the plaque design to the Historic Resources 

Board/Planning Commission on November 7th. 
 

Make a Difference Community Cleanup Day Event October 28, 2017 

Strategic Planning Committee Members went over Captain assignments and scheduled the pre-

event Captains meeting  on 10/26 at 5:30 p.m. Committee Member Shirley Brewer announced 

that a $500 donation had been made by True Leaf.  There was a continued discussion of 

watering the lawn at the library. 
 

The Committee recommendation the City Council Appointment 4 Members to the Youth 

Commission With Terms Ending 9/30/2019. 

Chair Shawna Freels spoke on the interviews held earlier in the day explaining the 

recommendation the Government and Communications Subcommittee to appoint the 4 

applicants who had interviewed.   

 

Motion was made by Committee Member John Freeman, seconded by Committee Member 

Jennifer Colby and carried with a unanimous vote to recommend the appointment of Xavier 

Guaracha, Shaylen Dornan, David Westerlund and Jugraj Sahi to the Youth Commission.  

 

Discussion of Animal Control Needs 

The item was tabled to the next meeting. 
 

Adjournment at 8:33 p.m. to the regular meeting of  November 2, 2017. 
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